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What do the wheel, the law, and belief in a single god have in common? All of these ideas first came

to people who lived in the ancient Near East. As if these revolutionary developments weren't

enough to make a mark on world history, these ancient innovators also came up with the most

fantastic invention of all-writing. The Ancient Near Eastern World is filled with the scribes, potters,

sculptors, architects, school children, lawmakers, kings, queens, farmers, and priests who designed

and created that world.
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This fantastic book has launched my studies into ancient Mesopotamia. Since reading this book I've

read additional books and taken a college course on this very interesting topic. "The Ancient Near

Eastern World" is a short book but an excellent coverage of a topic much expanded by additional

study. Without this book I would not have developed an in-depth appreciation of history of the

ancient near east.

A mark of the best academic writers is their ability to distil large amounts of learning into chunks

digestible for mere mortals - or in this case, younger readers. Professor Podany and Ms McGee

have done precisely that for the fascinating ancient Middle East, whence came so many discoveries



and ideas that survive from 5,000 years ago to modern times - the wheel, measurement of time in

base 60 (seconds and minutes), writing, mathematics...and so the list goes on. I bought this book as

an introduction for me and - hopefully - an inspiration for my children. This eminently readable book

has yet to be submitted to the second test but has passed the first with flying colours, as I am now

not only more knowledgeable but have more insight into the region, as well as being inspired to find

out more. I strongly recommend this book for anyone interested in finding out more about an

influential and formative period in our shared history.

Terrifically readable book about an under-studied part of the world. Middle schoolers and young

high school students have no complaints about assignments from this book and the rest of this top

quality series. A winner!

It's a good book for middle school students.
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